Bacterial meningitis caused by Veillonella parvula.
A three-year-old girl injured her right eyelid with a toothbrush. The wound was sutured. Swelling of the eyelid, high fever and vomiting developed in spite of oral antibiotics for seven days. The findings of the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) were white blood cells (WBC) 26,368/mm3 (90% polymorphs), protein 127 mg/dl, and sugar 0 mg/dl. Although Gram negative organisms were seen on the smear, aerobic culture was sterile. Later culture of CSF on admission grew anaerobic bacteria: Veillonella parvula. Intravenous administration of penicillins with cefotaxime (CTX), or of fosfomycin (FOM) were ineffective. Chloramphenicol (CP) cured the patient without neurological sequelae. There were no abnormal findings on brain CT scan. This is the first report of Veillonella meningitis. V. parvula appeared to have invaded the CSF from the abscess of the eyelid. It is necessary to consider anaerobic meningitis when there is a preceding pyogenic infection in the head.